| NT. STUDY - SALIM S FLAT. DAY
An ol d wooden-panel ed study in a South Kensington flat.
On the walls, DI PLOVAS and CERTI FI CATES-

A FRAMED PHOTO of a young man with a pregnant wife. The nan
has the | ook of an explorer confident in his journey ahead-

A PORTRAIT on the wall of the man in his late sixties. He
| ooks a real patriarch, a fierce gaze, winkles and a beard-

PROFESSOR SALI M MJRAD (80) reclines with sofa and f oot st ool ,
covered with a blanket. He looks frail and ill, Iike any
monment could be his last. He still has a well-conbed head of
hair. He is surrounded by hone-care nedi cal equipnent.

He squints into the di stance, beyond the walls of the room
It’s an anbi guous expression that at first seens one of
dotage, but m ght al so express acute perceptiveness.

Next to himis a bottle of wine and a snall w ne gl ass
hal f-full. On his lap he holds a crossword puzzle and pen.

CLOSE UP ON SALIM his brow furrowed wth pain and
concentration.

SALI M
(sl ow, | aboured)
| hope you share sone of ny
relief...that this tedious farce
has ended. ..

SLOALY PULL QUT TO REVEAL TALIA (38) sitting in arncthair
near by:

SALIMis dictating a letter to his daughter TALI A who is
diligently tapping away on a | aptop.

SALI M ( CONTD)
...In view of the outrageous
despoti sm your people
exerci se...over us tax-paying
notorists...l, as well as hundreds
of thousands |ike ne...have cone to
the conclusion...that your D rector
of Parking Services...and his
col | eagues. .. are absolutely not fit
for office...and should be sacked
at once..

The violin SOUNDS drift in, going over the sanme passage, and
stunbling at the same pl ace.
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SALI M
That racket. ..

TALI A
It’s Harry. He's practicin-

The buzzer for the front door goes off.

TALI A
(picking up the intercon
Hel | 0?
SALI M

.1 can’t hear nyself think.

TALI A
One m nute Dad...

LAWER 1 (O 9S)
Hello Ms Murad, we're downstairs,
what nunber is it?

TALI A
H, it’s floor 2, flat 4.

LAWYER 1
kay, see you in a nonent.

Talia buzzes themi n.

TALI A
Dad, the lawers that | told you
about are here. They're going to
ask you sonme questions for the
will, okay?

SALI M
(to hinsel f)
I nterogated by a pair of inbiciles.

TALI A’ s phone goes off.

TALI A
Am n?...The | awers are here for
Dad. . .

SALI M

s that Am n? Ask himif he can
pi ck up some nore w ne.

TALI A
Gk Dad. ..
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She wal ks out into the hallway for the next part of the
conversation...

TALI A ( CONTD)
(quietly into phone)
What’'s the verdict?

She listens to the response at the other end of the phone
crestfallen.

| NT. HALLWAY - SALIM S FLAT. DAY
Two | awers stand in front of SALIM

LAWER 1

Prof essor Murad, as we di scussed

wi th your daughter on the tel ephone
we’'re going to ask you sone
guestions so that a court of |aw

w Il consider you... healthy
enough, at the tinme of witing your
will for it to be legally sound.

SALI M
Fi ne

LAWER 2
If it’s okay with you Professor
we' |l begin now.

LAWER 1

Uh, could you please tell us what
day it is today?

SALI M st ares t hem down.

| NT. HALLWAY - SALIM S FLAT. DAY

AM N has arrived. He's the spitting i mage of SALIMonly 40
years younger. He and TALIA are in the mddle of a heated
debat e.

TALI A
| don’t understand. They j ust
outright rejected his paper?

AM N i s shaking his head and eating sunflower seeds with
si ngl e-m nded determ nation...
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AM N
The people on the board say it was
i nconprehensi ble. They're so

fucking political. |I’mpositive
soneone on there had a vested
interest. 1’mgoing to denmand a

reassessnent.
(noddi ng towards the study)

Do you think they're done with him
int

in there?

TALI A
Amin... | don’t want you to tel
him Not yet.

AM N

What are you tal king about? He's
waiting to find out.

TALI A
This is not what he needs right
now. He’s been up and down. And I
don’'t want to rock the boat.

| NT. STUDY - SALIM S FLAT. DAY

The LAWERS continue with their questioning. They talk
overly slowy and loud at SALIMin a professional but
condescendi ng manner.

LAWER 2
Now M st er -

SALI M
Pr of essor. ..

LAWYER
Par don nme, Professor Miurad, could
you please tell ne what year it is?

SALI M | ooks away as if wacking his brains for an answer.
Eventual |l y. ..

SALI M
o (wryly)
Ni neteen...Fifty-two.
LAWYER 2 gl ances over at his colleague.

LAWYER 2
Uh... I'm af-
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SALI M
Twenty. ..sevent een.

LAWER 2
That’ s correct. And where were you
bor n?

SALI M

Baghdad, Iragq.

LAWER 2
Very good Sir. Now, could you
pl ease confirmfor nme if you are,
or were married?

SALI M | ooks up at the two faces in front of him
cont enpt uousl y.

LAWER 2
Pr of essor Murad?
SALI M
Are we quite done?
LAWER 1
Sir, we have to conplete this so
that your will can take effect in
court. ..
Beat .
SALI M

(to LAWER 2)
Are you married?

As the LAWERS continue to handle SALIM they notice a wet
patch growi ng on his |ap which he is oblivious to.
| NT. HALLWAY - SALIM S FLAT. DAY
TALI A and AM N s debate has gone from 0-60:
AM N
Talia, you don’'t know what you're
tal ki ng about okay, so pl ease.
TALI A
|’ m here every day | ooking after
him And you pop in whenever suits
you. If I think that it’s unsuit-

The | awyers enter the hallway.
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