[ Di al ogue takes place slowy with plenty of space between
[ines.]

| NT. DAY - HOSPI TAL

In an uninviting hospital, SALIM (89) lies in a cheap bed
scribbling on a newspaper crossword with failing vision. On
the tray table in front of himis a small w ne gl ass

hal f-full. He has dark skin, an aristocratic face and a ful
head of white hair. He | ooks frail but his defiant browis
| ocked in concentration.

Through a nearby w ndow, we hear the noon traffic rushing
like wind far off outside. Every now and then a noisy
anmbul ance cuts through.

Two NURSES wheel 1 AN (89) in the sane kind of bed into a
space next to Salim

They pull the partition curtain across, dividing the two nen
and | eave.

l an | ooks |ike any nonent could be his last. He has a drip
attached to his forearmand his breathing is | aboured. He is
bald and there is a natural good-natured scruffiness about
him He blinks around at his surroundings, slowy but

i nqui sitively.

Side by side the nmen | ook as though fromtwo different
wor | ds.

| AN
(calling out quietly)
Hello...?

Sali mdoesn’t hear. He sips his wine, absorbed in the
crossword.

| AN ( CONTD)
(straining, |ouder)
Excuse ne...?

SALI M
Veso (eyes on paper)
es”

| AN
Do you have...the tine?

SALI M
No. Sorry.

Si | ence.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

| AN
| was born...in this place..
SALI M
(still not I ooking up)
So was |.
| AN

April 3rd...1924...

Salim | ooks up from his paper.

SALI M
That’s ny birthday.
| AN
What did you...make of it all?
SALI M
| haven’t deci ded.
| AN
(weak | augh)

Chop chop
Salimtries to resune his crossword.

| AN ( CONTD)
| have a flight booked for next
nmonth. Joining ny wife in
Jerusal em

Salimblinks confusedly - no one in this ward is going
anywhere. At |east not on a plane.

SALI M
(deadpan)
Flying first class?
| an | aughs.

| AN
Cargo actually.

Si | ence.

| AN ( CONTD)
Li ve nearby?

SALI M
Across the park.
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Beat .

Si | ence

| AN
So did we...those houses...didn't
cost...what they do now.

SALI M
No.
| AN
That Italian...on the Hi gh
Street. ..
SALI M
Dino’s. Most Sunday’s for pizza.
| AN
| went Saturdays.
SALI M
|"d wal k through the park on
Sat ur day.
| AN ( CONTD)

Wth your children?

SALI M

| married once. No children.
| AN

Sorry.
SALI M

No need to be sorry.

| AN
Pat and | were married 60
years...she passed 3 years ago.

SALI M
|’msorry...How did you two neet?

| AN
| was a dentist...she was ny first
root canal...very painful procedure
back then...the 4-letter words that
came out of her nmouth...what a
vocabul ary. .. Asked her if | could
make up for it...by taking her out
to dinner...once she was able to
eat again...
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Si | ence.

4.
| AN ( CONTD)
May | ask...what happened to your
wife?
SALI M

We divorced. Apparently | was too
focused on ny work. M nd you, she
knew what | was |ike when we net.

| AN
What did you do?

SALI M
Physi cs professor. Canbridge. |
spent 30 years | ooking for the
"graviton’ .

| AN
Did you find it?

SALI M
No.

| AN
Ah wel | . ..

SALI M
Perhaps | could have been a little
nore attentive.

| AN
Pretty girl...?

SALI M
Ravi shi ng.

| AN

How did you neet?

SALI M
Qur parents introduced us. She cane
froma very traditional famly. W
weren't allowed to be al one
toget her until the weddi ng night.

| AN
VWhat was it like...your first
ni ght ?

Salimnmakes a face at the intinate question. But answers
anyway. He is tacit at first, however as the nenories start
fl oodi ng back he becones nore and nore generous.
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SALI M
Qur first night... Wll, we were so
tired after the wedding party. W
hadn’t eaten anything, and we’'d
been drinking chanpagne all day...
Soon as everyone |left we just
col | apsed on the bed. Before we
fell asleep we prom sed we’'d nake
up for it on our honeynoon.

| AN
Where did...you go?

SALI M

(transported)
India. It was very beautiful... |
remenber the first night she wore
this silk gowmn - perfectly
see-though - can you imgi ne? I was
shocked that she owned such a
thing. After we nade | ove we went
to the beach and swamin the ful
nmoonlight. |1"d never seen such
stars. The water was warmas a
bat h. Suddenly El ai ne screans and
points at the shore - ny heart
nearly stopped - | turn around to
see two people running off with al
our cl ot hes.

l an | aughs.

He continues, his voice quavering.

Pause.

Si | ence.

Strai ni ng
t he space
partition

SALI M ( CONTD)
El ai ne refused to | eave the water
naked...so | ran out and tried to
chase them down, naked as the day |

was born. | crashed straight into a
pol i ceman. He thought I was a
pervert.

SALI M ( CONTD)
We haven’t spoken for years.
don’t know if she's alive or dead.

wi th enornmous effort, lan reaches his hand across
bet ween the beds and pushes his hand through the
curtain. He |l eaves his armout for Salimto clasp.
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